
Dual Enrollment FAQs 

Dual Enrollment allows students in 11th or 12th grade to enroll in college classes as a high school student. 

South Western students generally complete dual enrollment with HACC, Penn State York, or York College. 

What are the benefits of enrolling in Dual Enrollment? 

 Take college courses at a reduced rate from the regular cost of college courses 

 Earn transferable college credits  

 Learn good academic habits and new skills 

 Improve time management skills 

 Form accurate perspectives of what skills and education are needed to be successful at the college 

level 

 Complete high school and/or college ahead of their peers 

How does a high school student qualify for the Dual Enrollment program? 

Dual Enrollment programs require a minimum of 3.0 cumulative GPA.  Some dual enrollment programs also 
consider SAT / PSAT scores for class placement.  Along with a minimum GPA, SWHS strongly suggests that 
students considering dual enrollment have very strong skills of: communication, organization, maturity, time 
management, and responsibility.   Balancing dual enrollment courses and high school life is challenging, and 
students who struggle to keep up with their regular courses are not a good fit for dual enrollment. 

What is the tuition rate for Dual Enrollment? 

Tuition prices vary from year to year and from institution to institution.  Dual enrollment students pay a 
discounted price – significantly lower than the per credit price paid by full-time college students.  HACC is the 
cheapest option and usually costs around $400-$500 per class.   

How many classes can a high school student take? 

High School students can take anywhere from one dual enrollment class in one semester, up to their full senior 
schedule (6-8 courses) via dual enrollment.   

What type of dual enrollment classes are available? 

Each college determines which classes they will open to dual enrollment students.  Generally, dual enrollment 
students will have access to introductory level classes in English/Literature, History, Psychology/Sociology, 
Social Studies, general Sciences (not lab sciences), Business,  

Are online dual enrollment courses available? 

The delivery method of the dual enrollment courses is up to the individual college.  Most colleges offer both 
face to face and online dual enrollment options.  Students and parents should work closely with the college 
during course selection to fully understand the options and ask questions about what style of online courses 
are available (i.e. are there required zoom class times? Is it fully asynchronous?) 

 



Does SWSD provide transportation for dual enrollment students in face to face classes? 

No.  Dual enrollment students are responsible for their own transportation. 

 

Do college and universities accept credits earned through dual enrollment? 

Credits earned through dual enrollment usually transfer to colleges/universities in state.  Out-of-state colleges 

are more variable in what they may accept as transfer credit.  The university you attend has the final say in 

what credits they will accept and how they will apply them to your degree. Just like AP scores, some 

universities take them and some don’t.  We encourage all students to research their college/university of 

choice and ask the college directly about transfer credits. 

 

What is the difference between an Advanced Placement (AP) course and a college course? 

College Board AP courses as college-level courses, nationally standardized, and taught by high school 

teachers in the high school building. Dual Enrollment courses are college courses taught by college professors. 

Both college and AP courses offer rigorous options for students.  Students will earn college credit with the 

successful completion of college course. Students may earn college credit with the completion of the AP 

course and identified score on the AP exam.  Deciding which option is right for you depends on: subject area, 

course availability, your academic strengths, your future goals, as well as personal preference and financial 

concerns.  Talk with your counselor to discuss the right path for you. 

 

Will parents/guardians or SWHS be kept up to date on a student's performance during a college 

course? 

Parents are involved in the enrollment and course selection process.  However, per FERPA, all academic 

communication from the college will be addressed to the student. It is the responsibility of students to share all 

information regarding performance and college course progress with their parents/guardians. SWHS will not 

have access to the student’s grades or progress during the course.  The student has the responsibility to 

monitor their own progress/grades and, if struggling, they must communicate with their parents and counselor.  

 

How do dual enrollment classes affect SWHS GPA and class rank? 

Successfully passing the college course will earn high school credit but it is not included in high school GPA or 

class rank.  College courses are recorded as Pass / Fail on the SWHS transcript.  They are not included when 

calculated GPA or class rank.  However, dual enrollment classes are also being recorded on your college 

transcript with a final grade that will affect your college GPA.   



Dual Enrollment Process 

Interested students should take the following steps: 

 

1. Research  

Research Dual Enrollment programs at our partner colleges: Penn State York, York College, and 

HACC.   Information about each program can be found on the college websites. Google the name of 

the college and “dual enrollment” 

2. Meet 

Schedule an appointment with your high school counselor to discuss Dual Enrollment, if it’s appropriate 

for you, and how you can use it to meet SWHS graduation requirements.  Students who are successful 

in dual enrollment have at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA, are independent, mature, have great 

communication skills, and reliable transportation. 

3. Apply  

a. Complete the Dual Enrollment application for the college itself.  Each college has a different 

process.  Follow directions on their website and ask your counselor if you need help. 

b. Requirements vary, but generally you should apply by June 1st for Fall semester classes and 

December 1st for Spring semester classes. 

4. Enroll 

If admitted, work directly with your college to finalize enrollment and select classes.  Most colleges 

allow Dual Enrollment students to schedule their classes a month or two before the start of the 

semester.  (i.e. if you take a Fall college class you will schedule in July/August) 

5. Meet Again 

Once your college schedule is finalized, provide a copy to your high school counselor, and meet with 

your counselor again to review your SWHS schedule and make necessary adjustments. 

 

Please note: While these steps are in process, your counselor will likely have you select a traditional High 

School schedule for the following year.   Many students consider dual enrollment but change their mind prior to 

the start of the year.  Counselors will have you select traditional high school classes so you always “have a 

seat” in the course you prefer here at SWHS.  Only at step 5 above – when you have fully completed the 

process and provide a copy of the classes you are enrolled in – will the counselor drop high school courses.  

This is both to ensure all students are meeting graduation requirements, and to provide a backup for those 

students who change their mind over the summer. 


